
 

Welcome Military Families! 

At least once a year in an Oak Harbor classroom, students witness one of the most profound acts of 

selflessness a person can make — the reenlistment of a Navy parent. This illustrates perfectly the vital 

connection between Oak Harbor schools and our Navy community. 

Here in Oak Harbor, we focus on the needs of our military students every day. In fact, over half of our 

students are dependents of active-duty parents, and Oak Harbor Schools have been working with the 

unique needs of Navy families for more than 70 years. It is truly a privilege to serve those who serve our 

country.  

We understand the many sacrifices our military families make and believe that no Navy parent should 

ever have to worry about the quality of education their child receives. That’s why we work so hard to 

ensure every student receives the opportunity to learn in modern, well-maintained schools, led by 

talented and dedicated teachers.  

We have more programs for more types of learners than you can find in any school district in our region, 

and we’re constantly improving, moving our schools from good to great to deliver the highest quality 

education for every child. 

Not long ago, roughly 60 percent of our Navy students had a parent deployed to a war zone. The Navy’s 

job is to protect our country; our job is to support that sacrifice here at home. Actively connecting with 

students and parents before, during, and after deployment to cope with the natural stress of separation is 

a vital part of who we are.  

Picking up and moving is an integral part of Navy life, and some of our schools see 20 percent turnover in 

the student population in a single school year. We work with parents and students to help make this 

transition as seamless and positive as possible. And our kids are fantastic at welcoming newcomers into 

the classroom.  

During my seven years in Oak Harbor, I have had the honor of working side-by-side with Navy volunteers 

and leaders in our schools. Navy partners have built playgrounds and walking paths and gardens. They 

have helped coordinate traffic at big events. Some have tutored math after school. And individuals have 

even stayed in touch with classrooms while deployed around the world, offering both geography and life-

lessons in the process.  



We would not be the schools we are without our Navy families. Their contributions as parents, volunteers 

and partners have truly made a difference in the lives of all Oak Harbor students.  

Our role as a school community is to provide the best education possible for every child and to prepare 

them for a bright future in college, career, military service and beyond. We stand together with the Navy 

and our entire community to ensure the success of all of our children. 

Thank you for your service. 

Lance Gibbon, Superintendent 

 


